Recent advances in laboratory procedures for pathogenic mycobacteria.
Just as tuberculosis has persisted for many centuries as one of most serious and deadly infectious diseases in many parts of the world, so has the motivation to develop improved laboratory methods for characterizing M. tuberculosis isolates. Modern technology has lead to great improvements in mycobacteriology laboratory procedures, particularly in detection, identification, epidemiologic strain typing, and drug susceptibility testing. Although the usefulness of some of these newer methods is under evaluation, many already are showing potential as adjuncts to clinical diagnostic procedures.